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Monthly Newsletter

Dear Parents,

Greetings! | would like
to take this opportuni-
ty to welcome all our
227 new students this
school year. | am hap-
py to see them active-
ly trying to adapt to
the new environment
and way of learning
after careful observa-
tion.

All  English lessons,
different accents of
our teachers, uncon-
ventional electives, peers from outside the province,
a lot of self-study time and the freedom to use mo-
bile phones and laptops - all this could be over-
whelming for our new students. My only suggestion
here is to give your children a hug instead of asking
them ‘How’s school’ or ‘Have you taken a test so far?’
or ‘Can | see your test result?’. Reassure them about
their month-long experience and try to understand if
they are able to keep up in their classes so far. Maybe
even ask them to share with you what does a 70-
minute lesson look like? Ask them if they have made
any new friends so far or is there anything they would
like to share. Have they encountered any difficulties
so far? If yes, what measures have they taken to tack-
le them? Questions as such asked and handled in a
respectful, patient, and sincere manner can be help-
ful. Students who are going through puberty might
seem cold at and distant at the outside, when in fact
they are desperate for attention from their parents.
Let’s all think back to our high school years and re-
member what it was like.

Our returning students are now back into a schedule
of learning with some utilizing all possible free time
they can get to revise for important exams, hoping to
excel in the October/November exam season. Parents
are encouraged to be more sensitive about student’s
mental health during the National Holiday and find
out more possibilities about ways to deal with both
positive and not-so positive exam outcomes.
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Ms. Yuki Qian is Assistant to Principal Dr. Fryer, and
the person-in-charge of promoting and organizing
both internal and external competitions. She has pro-
moted all competitions through different channels
since the start of this school year, in order to encour-
age those who are interested to participate based on
their talents or specialties. Academic competitions
are an important component in college application
and Personal Statement writing. Participation enables
students to learn and grow with others and is highly
regarded by overseas university admission teams. |
would like to strongly encourage parents to get more
information about these competitions and help your
child to select a suitable subject in which to partici-
pate.

Since the start of this school year, it has been
brought to our attention that some students have
been spreading rumors through social media or in
conversation with others and that these behaviors
have caused disturbance and resulted in actual alien-
ation and bullying. The school will further strengthen
our internet firewall and anti-bullying education by
carrying out discussion/sharing during PSHE lessons
and invite experts to give presentations on cyber bul-
lying. Meanwhile, | would like to encourage parents
to communicate with your children about this topic,
encourage them to say NO to bullying behaviors and
report these behaviors to school staff. Most im-
portantly, parents need to guide students about ap-
propriate communication and being kind to others.
Open, inclusive, respectful of diversity, and mutually
supportive of each other have long been qualities at
the heart of ULC's campus culture, and we hope that
new students will gradually integrate into this culture
after slowly adapting to our teaching approach.

The National holiday is coming, and | wish all parents
a safe and happy time following the corresponding
government directions in cooperating with the epi-
demic prevention and control, and trying not to go to
places where people gather. Enjoy a balanced mixed
of work and leisure, and most importantly, spend a
warm, relaxing, and meaningful holiday with your
children.
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Dear Parents,

| would like to extend a very warm welcome to you all
as we embark on the 2022-23 school year! | hope you
were able to enjoy some quality family time over the
summer vacation. Following our achievement of inter-
national accreditation earlier this year by the Council
of International Schools, we are collectively working
on implementing their major recommendations. We
are focused on integrating Global and Digital Citizen-
ship as well as differentiation strategies across the cur-
riculum and, as you can see in the student parent
handbook, we have clarified the English and Mathe-
matics pathways. Please allow me to briefly introduce
our wonderful new teachers who have joined us this
year:

English -

Ms. Alanna Benjamin is from Grenada. She has a Bach-
elor of Education in Pedagogy from Central China Nor-
mal University, an Associate Degree in General Studies
from T.A. Marryshow Community College, and a Post
Graduate Certificate in Education (International).

Ms. Leah Muchuchu is from Kenya. She holds an MA in
Advanced Teaching in Secondary School, from the Uni-
versity of the People, and a Bachelor of Arts with Edu-
cation, English Language and Literature, from Kampala
International University.

Ms. Kristen Dong is from China. She holds an MA in
Translation and Interpretation from City University of
Hong Kong and a BA in English for Science and Tech-
nology from Harbin Normal University School.
Mathematics and Computer Science -

Ms. Rita Qin is from China. She has a BS in Mathe-
matics and Applied Mathematics from Changchun
Normal University, a Bilingual Teacher Qualification
and a Teacher Qualification Certificate granted by the
Changchun Bureau of Education.

Mr. Krishna Yadav is from Thailand. He holds a Bache-
lor of Engineering, Thammasat University. Krishna is
also teaching within the Science department.

Mr. Alex Qi is from New Zealand. He holds a BSc
Maths (Honours) from Troy University and a Post
Graduate Diploma in Teaching from the University of
Auckland.

Mr. Barent Han is from China. He holds an MS in Sta-
tistics from Leiden University, a BS in Chemistry from
Shandong Normal University and has a China High
School Teaching Certification.

Mr. Rock Lee is from China. He holds a BS in Computer
Science from Beijing University of Technology.
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Science -

Mr. George Odero is from Kenya. He holds an MSc in
Educational Management, Strathmore University, a
BSc of Range Management from the University of Nai-
robi, a Post Graduate Diploma in Educational Manage-
ment from Strathmore University, and a Post Gradu-
ate Diploma in Education (Biology) from Kenyatta Uni-
versity.

Ms. Linda Duan is from China. She holds a BSc in
Chemistry from Gannan Normal University and has a
China High School Teaching Certification.

Ms. Swapna Boddu is from India and is returning to
ULC. She holds an MS in Medical-Microbiology from
Manipal University and a BS in Microbiology, Biochem-
istry, Food & Nutrition from Heino Deichmann Degree
College, a Post Graduate Diploma (International Edu-
cation) from Christ University, India, and a iPGCE from
the University of Derby.

Business/Economics -

Mr. Jin Cui is from China. He holds a double major in
Management and Accounting, Bachelor Krannert
School of Management, Purdue University.

Mr. Alvin Yang is from China. He holds an MA in Ap-
plied Linguistics from the University of Queensland
and a Bachelor of Economics from University of Toron-
to

Arts -

Ms. Alison KP Lai is from Hong Kong, China. She holds
a Master of Music and Mathematics from the Chinese
University of Hong Kong, a Bachelor of Music Educa-
tion and Piano from the University of Adelaide and a
PGDE from the Education University of Hongkong
(Major in Music & Mathematics).

PE -

Mr. Luka Zakic is from Croatia. He holds a Master of
Physical education and Sports from the University of
Zagreb, Croatia.

My best wishes to all members of the ULC community
as we head towards the National Holiday!
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Course Selection

At the beginning of the semester, the Academic
Office provided instructions on how to complete
the course selection on both teachers’ and stu-
dents’ landing pages. During the first month of the
academic year, G9 students are free to switch op-
tional subjects to find their interests. Students are
assigned to math and English subjects in Grade 9
based on their performance on the admission ex-
am. Students in G10 continue their prior course-
work. During the first two weeks of the academic
year, G11 students are permitted to switch optional
subjects. Students in G11 typically enroll in two
electives, while some pick three or four. Students
base their choices on academic requirements, per-
sonal interests, their ability to learn the courses,
and their prior success in those disciplines.

CAIE Exam

154 G11/12 students have registered to retake the
exam in the October/November exam after the re-
lease of Cambridge IGCSE and A Level exam results
in August. 159 students have signed up for the Oc-
tober/November A Level Chinese exam. The exams
start in early October and run through mid-
November. Lessons for tutorials including Math,
Chinese, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Economics,
Business, Accounting, Computer Science, and Soci-
ology have been set to assist those students in
getting ready for the upcoming exams. In order to
begin the college admission process, G12 pupils
have received their prior Cambridge statements of
results and certificates.

Edexcel Exam

In the middle of August, the Edexcel IAL Math and
IG Art results were made public. Before the dead-
line of August 19th, 129 students had registered for
the Edexcel IAL Math exam in October 2022. The
exam results will be made public on December 1st,
2023. The registration for the January 2023 IAL
Math exam will open soon on September 22nd.
The Academic Office will send students more spe-
cific registration information.

Participation in the Edexcel math tutorial lessons is
encouraged for students. Teachers will assist stu-
dents in improving their exam preparation. Addi-
tionally, all applicants who take the exam in Octo-
ber 2022 received training on exam rules on Sep-
tember 20th.
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During the week before students arrived, ULC teach-
ers finished a series of training activities and got
ready for the new school year. These training events
included EduCare online course training, teacher pro-
fessional development, Engage training, and school
programmes (e.g. EAL, PSHE, Global citizenship) in-
troduction and training.

Every year ULC teachers are required to complete
EduCare online courses. Among the courses that
need to be completed this year, teachers completed
the following courses during the training week: Child
Protection for International Schools, Staying Safe
Online for International Schools, Child protection in
sports and active leisure, Fire Safety for IS and signed
the ULC Code of Practice as required before working
with children & young adults at ULC.

Teacher Professional Learning and Reflection (PLR)
sessions run regularly throughout the school year.
During the first week, the PLR Coordinator Ms. Grace
introduced external and internal PD programmes to
all teaching staff. External PD includes Cambridge
courses and workshops. We encourage all teachers
especially the new teachers to participate in at least
one external PD course each year. This is to familiar-
ize themselves with the updated Cambridge curricu-
lum and improve teaching skills. As for internal PD on
campus, Ms. Grace introduced 3 different programs
to accommodate different teachers’ needs as well as
to serve ULC’s mission. Data Wise programme will
go deeper this year by incorporating observing prac-
tice into step 6 (Develop action plan) and step 8 (Act
and assess). Teacher Expertise programme is newly
added this year and this model comprises teacher
observation and evaluation, self-reflection, and feed-
back. Teachers begin by identifying specific skills they
are committed to improving during the academic
year. They are then divided into cohorts. Teachers
record video of themselves teaching, watch the vid-
eo and write a reflection, observe a peer teaching,
and participate in growth-focused discussions with
their cohort. The third programme is Cambridge Pro-
fessional Development Qualifications — Teaching
and learning or Educational leadership. As the first
Cambridge school that offered PDQs in China, ULC
has run the internal, school-based programmes for
our own teachers for years and has supported teach-
ers to enhance professional thinking and practice to
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improve the quality of learning.

Another PLR session was designed to engage all teach-
ers in studying the key chapters from the book The
First Days of School — Why teachers need to succeed on
the first days of school? What is an effective teacher?
How to have a well-managed classroom? PLR coordina-
tor emphasized that the most important thing to estab-
lish in the first week is consistency, especially at the
start of every lesson, e.g. bell work, attendance check,
and uniform check, etc.

Engage training was provided by our IT specialist Mr.
Henry. As ULC changes to use Engage system instead of
WCBS, teachers were trained to use the functions in
the new system, e.g. taking attendance, inputting as-
sessment marks, giving house points, etc.

We included introductions to the EAL, PSHE and Global
citizenship programs during the training week. These
programs align with our school mission - to challenge
students through different programs, meanwhile devel-
oping a caring, and supportive community that equips
students. The EAL program is to give G9 students lan-
guage support in multiple subjects so that the new-
comers have a better transition from the previous
schools to our school. PSHE is a school subject through
which students develop the knowledge, skills and
attributes they need to manage their lives, now and in
the future. PSHE is led by PSHE coordinator Mr. Law-
rence and will be delivered by FRHS every other week
on Fridays, in period 4. The central themes and core
units are as follows - Health and wellbeing (identity,
health), Society and the wider world (risk, relation-
ships), Planning and preparing for the future
(responsibility, future, reflection). Global Citizenship
attributes and Digital Citizenship attributes at ULC were
introduced by Curriculum lead Ms. Ruth, and teachers
had reflections on how to incorporate these attributes
into daily teaching.

Appendix:

Global Citizenship attributes at ULink College

Knowledge: Understanding oneself within a global con-
text, through an awareness of global issues, events,
perspectives and diversity.

Skills: The capacity to reflect metacognitively and to
build cooperative relationships, through critical think-
ing, problem solving, interdependent collaboration and
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empathy.

Values: Applying Core Socialist Values, including har-
mony, equality, justice, dedication and integrity, to dai-
ly life.

Action: Developing a sense of empowerment to take
action in the world, through meaningful service in local,
national and global communities.

Sustainable Citizenship: Becoming a sustainable citi-
zen, through investigating environmental issues, ac-
quiring ecological awareness and acting with responsi-
bility to cherish environmental resources.

Digital Citizenship attributes at ULink College

Respect: We promote digital ethics by encouraging stu-
dents to respect intellectual property and to behave
with awareness and responsibility, when expressing
themselves, engaging in interpersonal communications
and retrieving information online.

Educate: We empower students with the skills,
knowledge, and competencies needed to navigate
online resources, communicate effectively in a variety
of online contexts, and engage with the digital world
meaningfully, in order to prepare for university life and
beyond.
Protect: We enable students to protect themselves
online, through an awareness of digital safety and se-
curity, and provide them with the opportunity to take

responsibility for their wellbeing in an online setting.
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After School Activity (ASA)

We would like to provide more opportunities for our
students to fulfill their school life except for study only.
We aim to help and guide our student to discover their
potential and lightening point of their character.

We are expected to encourage our students to imple-
ment their thoughts, improve their skills and ability of
different areas except for study aspect.

ASAs are divided into two major areas, non-sport based
& sport based.

We hope our student will have an interesting and happy
time after their school time!!

Non-sports based

Except for groups we used to run for years - Alpha GO
(EEl#H), BPHO (British Olympia Physics Competition
Group), Java, Critical Literacy Club, Voice of Ulink, Musi-
cal performance, Card Game, Cooking, Movie, Puzzle,
Rubik’s Cube, etc.

We have several special groups established, such as,
World Scholars Debating Competition

The World Scholar’s Cup is:

. Inclusive

. Encouraging

. Interdisciplinary

. Discussion-based
. Forward-looking

. Team-oriented

. Whimsical

Goals of this ASA are - To motivate students of all back-
grounds to discover new strengths and practice new
skills. To inspire a global community of future scholars
and leaders.

The Hobbyists - In this ASA, you can practice a hobby
you enjoy or learn (and even teach) a new one! Hobbies
we will explore include candle making, coloring, film
analysis, illustrating, knitting, and writing. Students will
have the opportunity to carry out simulated invest-
ments.

Cosplay - Cosplay refers to the use of clothing, trinkets,
props and make-up to play favorite novels, animation,
the role of the game. COS is the abbreviation of
"costume" in English, its verb is cos, and the person
who plays COS is generally called Coser. But because
this translation and the role-playing game (RPG) in the
game are the same meaning of role playing, so to avoid
the similarity, more precisely, cos means dress up.
Sports based

Not only with traditional sports like badminton, basket-
ball, soccer, volleyball, table tennis, etc. But also in-
cludes special sports like,
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Archery Club - In this course, you can learn how to use
bow and arrow correctly, understand the culture and
history of bow and arrow, and master the skills of ar-
chery. The archery society will organize and lead its
members to participate in the international and domes-
tic archery competitions and win corresponding honors.

In this archery society, students will be provided with
basic bow and arrow equipment and protective equip-
ment free of charge. Advanced equipment is available
to students on a voluntary basis.

Cycling - In this club, you are not only riding with
friends, but can make friends from the trip.

Or you may be able to discover what do you want to do
in your future? What are you capable to do? What kind
of person you can be/ you want to be?

Or you can ride through the country to discover the
beauty of our motherland.

Lacrosse — In this ASA, we put emphasis on helping stu-
dents develop their physical capabilities and neuro-
muscular coordination.

¢ Always have fun!

e Have fundamental lacrosse skills (scooping, passing,
catching, shooting).

¢ Understand some basic rules of lacrosse.

e Understand the movements and gameplay of la-
crosse.

¢ Gain valuable experience in teamwork and coopera-
tion.

e Acquire the ability to self-officiate and conduct games
safely and fairly.

Activity/Event by Student Union

Mid-Autumn Festival celebration

The Mid-Autumn Festival is a traditional festival in an-
cient China, which in ancient times represented the
worship of the moon by the ancients. Many famous po-
ets have written poems related to the Mid-Autumn Fes-
tival. The customs of the Mid-Autumn Festival since an-
cient times include but are not limited to viewing the
moon, eating moon cakes, and guessing lantern riddles.

In this year's Mid-Autumn Festival, the Student Union
invited NCPA StuGo to prepare some activities related
to traditional customs for you to celebrate Mid-Autumn
Festival:

Guess the lantern riddle - a cultural and custom activity
in China for thousands of years, a variety of riddles are
waiting for student to challenge.
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Pot throwing game - the pot throwing game is a unique
and easy-to-play competitive game. Student can win
popular prizes with just one toss™

Welcome day activity for all new students

The 2022-2024 student union sends its sincere
greetings to all our new students! We are very excited
that you can become a member of ULC. Shortly after
the first meeting, the Student Union prepared a
greeting gift for all the freshmen, hoping that through
this activity, we can better understand our campus life,
and better integrate into it!

This event has divided into three main sections:
1.Games

2.Introduction of Student Union

3.Awards & Q&A

Winner of the game has been announced on the same
day, during the evening self-study time. Student Union
member has had a detailed introduction to our fresh-
man about various positions of S.U., requirements of
the fall recruitment, and share the fun activities that
you can experience in the Student Union.

Student Union Fall recruitment

Want to be a part of the ULC Student Union!?
Want to put up your own posters on campus!?

Want to contribute your unparalleled ideas to various
events on campus!?

Want to benefit your classmates and friends!?

Want to meet the big boys of publicity/painting across
classes and years!?

Want to be a judge in major events!?

Want to stand on the podium and be seen by the whole
school!?

andsoon.

Welcome to the ULC Student Union!

This fall, the ULC Student Union is looking forward to
starting a brand-new journey with all of you, writing our
stories, working together, working together, growing
together, and becoming better versions of ourselves
together. Now, it's up to you to define what student
government is, and you are the best interpretation of
what student government will be in the future!

Our job is an honorable one and our mission is extraor-
dinary. We look forward to your participation to make
our work even better. The legends are made by you,
and the campus is changed by you!
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Latest Events from V.A.

During the summer vacation, many students participat-
ed in the volunteer activities from different intermedi-
ary organizations: volunteer activities from ASDAN's
support teaching & animal environmental protection,
travel volunteers from Wiseer and so on. Volunteers in
Hainan, volunteers in ancient Hakka villages in Fujian,
volunteers in Guizhou caring for left-behind children,
Xishuangbanna United Nations Tropical Rainforest Re-
turn Program, migratory bird patrol operations, etc. At
the same time, many students will participate in volun-
teer activities such as street office volunteers, library
volunteers, hospital guidance, subway station guidance
volunteers and so on which is near their homes.

V.A. still regularly provides opportunities for students to
choose and participate in on and off campus. On-
campus volunteers include: library volunteers, laborato-
ry volunteers, piano room volunteers, organizing bulle-
tin board volunteers, photo volunteers, enrollment vol-
unteers, freshmen reception volunteers, etc. Off-
campus volunteers include: congee service volunteers,
garbage sorting, urban planning volunteers, etc.

In September, we completed the recruitment of new
members, and we look forward the new future of V.A.
The injection of fresh blood will bring V.A. full of vitality,
maintain innovation, and continue to grow.

For inquiries and information about volunteers, please
contact me.

Email: dane.li@ulinkcollege.com

Contact: 020-39090100 (Transfer No.6062, 6063)
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College Acceptance

The exciting news from our class of 2022 is that most
of them have been finally confirmed the places, 50% of
them chose to study in the UK. But due the uncertainty
about pandemics, this year more students choose to
stay in either Hongkong China or Marco China or coop-
erated program to continue their studies. The Full de-
tails of our class 2022’s final destination had been up-
dated onto the website, you can refer to the full list.

College Application

Our Class of 2023 are now entering their college appli-
cation cycle. Result Analysis and college application in-
formation session had been held to all G12 students
and parents on September 2, in order to help with
evaluating and reflecting on their CIE results, to pro-
vide the general guidance about the college application
timeline. We have also set the internal deadline for
submitting the UCAS application, 13 October for Ox-
bridge students, 15 November for the regular UK appli-
cation. Due to increasing number on UK applications
each year, we strongly advise students to submit their
applications earlier. But if student need retake most of
the Alevel subjects, may better to wait until after the
retake, please confirmed with their assigned CAS advi-
sor for their own submission date.

College visits

In September, the CAS team have arranged Several
school visiting events which include five universities,
including university of Bath, university of York, Univer-
sity of St. Andrew, University of Exeter, and Maryland
Institute of Art. College visiting event is a great oppor-
tunity for students to be familiar with different colleg-
es, preparing for their college selection. The college
visiting events are open for all the students, ensuring
all the students have equal opportunities to build up
connection with different colleges and are aware of the
importance of college application.

Monthly Newsletter
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College Application Services / FHFIES:

hanical
B AT

CAS Events

The CAS event for this year will still be arranged on
3:30-4:30pm Thursday afternoon. During this time, the
CAS team will provide different activities and events
opportunities, including career talk, college visits and
Alumni sharing session, for students to explore their
career and develop a clear understanding of university
application.

On 22nd September, we have invited all the G9 and
G10 students to participate the closing ceremony of
the robotic programme which the CAS team introduced
on the last academic year. All the G9/G10 students
have witnessed the development of the participant’s
creation in technological innovation. The event has
achieved great success, successfully raising junior stu-
dent’s interest and awareness of STEM.
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Dear Parents,

Hello! I am Ms Lynne Li, the new Counselor at ULC this
year, and | am honored to be able to provide growth sup-
port to students in the coming school year. At the begin-
ning of the 2022-2023 school year, | will be sharing with
you about the growth support at ULC, which is open to all
students and is dedicated to helping each student main-
tain their academic and personal development as well as
their social and emotional well-being. At this stage, the
school has set up a dedicated counselling room for stu-
dents to provide personal growth counselling, creating a
private and safe space for students to grow and develop.
You are welcome to contact us if you wish to do so via the
following methods:

- Contact : (020) 39090100- 6067.

- Email: counsellingoffice@ulinkcollege.com.

- Book a time to meet with the Growth Mentor through
your class teacher.

At the same time, in order to effectively implement the
school's educational philosophy and with reference to the
"Opinions on Comprehensively Strengthening and Im-
proving School Health and Hygiene Education in the New
Era" jointly issued by five departments, including the Min-
istry of Education, the National Development and Reform
Commission, the Ministry of Finance, the National Health
and Wellness Commission and the General Administration
of Market Regulation, we consider students' mental
health as the focus of our work, enhance students' aware-
ness of mental health, help them establish a correct view
of mental health and The school plans to conduct a psy-
chological survey for students in all grades in batches to
enhance their awareness of mental health and help them
develop a correct view of mental health and recognise
the importance of mental health to their growth. The sur-
vey will be conducted through a psychometric question-
naire and the results will be kept confidential in accord-
ance with the growth counselling principle. The results
will be kept confidential and students will be able to
check the results by contacting their Growth Coach one
week after the survey. Please note that the results are not
a "diagnosis", but rather a reference point for under-
standing the mental health of students at a particular
stage.

The ULC Counselling Service Group is ready to take on the
new academic year and is fully committed to providing
you and your child with the appropriate developmental
support and assistance!

Email/BB#5: lynne.li@ulinkcollege.com ( Ms. Lynne Li)
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